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Camai distinguished participants. 

The intellectual property standard setting must be based upon the basic premise that 
Indigenous peoples are peoples and nations under the Charter of the United Nations and 
international law. Article 17 of the Declaration on Human Rights states that: 

Article 17. 
(1) Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with 
others. 

(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property. 

From a property based perspective, I am grateful for the intervention of the distinguished 
Francoise Hampson, where she stated that Article 29 of the Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples is a good start for developing a human rights based standard for 
protecting traditional Indigenous knowledge. The right to govern our lands and territories 
as a realization of our right to self-determination must be included under this premise. 
We cannot be reduced to already existing State constitutions, domestic law or policy are 
admittedly not sufficient. To use the Canadian intervention in the 2004 meeting of the 
United Nations Forum on Forests, Canada stated that: "Indigenous peoples in Canada do 
have rights pursuant to the constitution, but the nature of those rights is unclear. Per se, 
there are no intellectual property rights of indigenous peoples to traditional knowledge. 
We know that indigenous peoples do have strong interests, but we are not prepared at this 
time to fully acknowledge rights to traditional knowledge (TK). because they are ill 
defined." 

Mr. Chair 

This is a reflection of many states treatment with regard to the recognition of Indigenous 
property rights to our lands, territories and resources, including the right to our traditional 
Indigenous knowledge as property rights. Again, we need the recognition to the full 
ownership of property as an exercise of our right to self-determination. The premise for 
beginning the dialogue on traditional indigenous knowledge must not be based upon 
Article 8(j) or other haphazardly created standards that Indigenous Peoples did not 
consent to. 



Looking at this from another perspective. Indigenous Peoples need to be informed about 
genetically modified life forms, whether they be flora, fauna or any form of animal or sea 
life. The introduction of genetically modified life forms is having a tremendous effect 
upon our way of life. The introduction of chemicals through mining and other forms of 
exploitation are destroying or altering the make-up of our ecological systems. All the 
genetically modified or patenting life forms, including our human genomes, may have a 
chaotic affect on our understanding and knowledge of life forms and can determine how 
we utilize plants, animals, sea life and mineral and our air. We can no longer rely upon 
our traditional indigenous knowledge when our environment becomes distorted by the 
introduction of foreign or genetically altered life forms into our ecosystems. We need to 
be informed or notified the negative affects, not after the fact, when the ecological chaos 
has started. Frogs and other forms of life have extra hands and feet and we wonder how 
this affects us. This is why we need to have first hand knowledge of what is introduced to 
our territories so we can deny its introduction or regulate its usage based upon fully 
informed consent. 

Thank you Mr. Chair 


